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Action: Revise English Education major
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(Example: BA, BACH, BACI, HBA, EDD, MA, MBA, etc.)

Proposed name:___ n/a

Proposed new name for revised or new major / minor / concentration / academie unit
(if applicable)
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Note: all graduate studies proposals must include an electronic copy of the Graduate Program
Policy Document, highlighting the changes made to the original policy document.

A. List new courses required for the new or revised curricalum. How do they support the
overall program objectives of the major/minor/concentrations}? (Be aware that approval of
the curriculum is dependent upon these courses successfully passing through the Course Challenge list. If
there are no new courses, enter “None, ")

1.

4.

PROPOSED NEW COURSES

ENGL295 Introduction to English Education 3
Provides an overview of current debates, theories, and promising practices in secondary English
education. Students acquire fundamental professional skills, engage in several basic English
teaching activities, and participate in a service learning project in a local English classroom.

ENGL395 Literacy and Technology 3
Introduces students to the relationships between literacy practices and technology. Requires
students to gain proficiency in multimodal practices and to apply their skills to solving a literacy-
based problem in their intended field.

EDUCA421 Teaching Reading in Secondary English 3
Focuses on reading comprehension issues and differentiated reading instruction for secondary
English teachers. Students learn how to determine the reading level of students and texts,
integrate vocabulary instruction, and develop students’ orality as they teach reading,

COREQ: ENGLA91

RESTRICTIONS: Enrollment limited to Enplish education seniors.

{Note: This course was formerly EDUCA20, g one-credit course required of all secondary education
majors at UD, This revised three-credit course is designed specifically for secondary English teachers,)

PROPOSED RE-NUMBERING OF CURRENT COURSE REQUIREMENTS

ENGL396 Teaching Composition in Secondary Schools 3
Emphasizes contemporary theories about helping adolescents learn to write effectively in various
genres. Students assist local teachers in conduecting writing workshops or assessing student work.
{Note: This junior-year course was formerly ENGL482, offered as part of a senior-year methods block,)

ENGL491 Methods in Teaching Secondary English 3
Prepares students to design instruction that integrates all the English Language Arts, including
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewinp. Students gain instructional experience via a
45-hour practicum in their assigned student teaching classroom.

COREQ: EDUC421

RESTRICTIONS: Enrollment limited to English education seniors,

{Note: This course was formerly ENGL483,)

ENGL492 Seminar in Teaching Secondary English 3PF
Accompanies student teaching in secondary English, Addresses professional issues, including
instructional design, assessment, classroom management, and building relationships with
colleagues and students’ families,

COREQ: EDUC400

RESTRICTIONS: Enroliment limited to English education seniors.

(Note: This course was formerly ENGL481.)

PROPOSED NEW REQUIREMENT
EDUC/ENGL 403 Literature for Adolescents: Multimedia Texts 3
Explores classic and contemporary reading materials and non-print texts pervasive in the lives of
adolescents. Addresses selection of texts for middle and high school classes as well as techniques
for developing and promoting critical reading and informed interpretation of non-print texts,
(Note: This course has existed for many years but will be a new requirement for this major)
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B. Explain, when appropriate, how this new/revised curricalum supports the 10 goals of
undergraduate education: http://www.ngs.udel.edu/gened/

All of the proposed revisions meet at least one of the 10 goals. Below, the appropriate courses
are listed in parentheses after each of the goals.

L.

Students will attain effective skills in oral and written communication, quantitative
reagoning, and the use of information technology, (ENGIL395, ENGL403)

2. Students will learn to think critically to solve problems. (ENGL295, EDUC421)
3. Students will be able to work and learn both independently and collaboratively.

10.

(ENGL295, ENGL403, EDUCA421)

Students will engage questions of ethics and recognize responsibilities to self,
community, and society at large. (ENGL295, ENGL395, ENGIL.491)

Students will understand the diverse ways of thinking that underlie the search for
knowledge in the arts, humanities, sciences and social sciences. (ENGL395)

Students will develop the intellectual curiosity, confidence, and engagement that will lead
to lifelong learning. (ENGL295, ENGL395)

Students will develop the ability to integrate academic knowledge with experiences that
extend the boundaries of the classroom, (ENGL295, ENGL395, ENGL491)

Students will expand understanding and appreciation of human creativity and diverse
forms of aesthetic and intellectual expression. (ENGL395, ENGL403)

Students will understand the foundations of United States society including the
significance of its cultural diversity. (ENGL403, second multicultural course)

Students will develop an international perspective in order to live and work effectively in
an increasingly global society. (second multicultural course)
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C. Identify other units affected by the proposed changes: (Attach permission ﬁom the
affected units. [f no other unit is affected, enter “None ")

Please see the Appendix for letters of permission and support from members of various populations,
below, with interests in this proposal:

1. Department of English: Stephen Bernhardt, Chair

2. School of Education: Kathleen Minke, Acting Director

3. University Council on Teacher Education: Carol Vukelich, Director

4, ENGIA2] instructor: Bill Lewis, Assistant Professor, School
of Education

5. Dffice of Clinical Studies: John Hartman, Director

6. Delaware Center for Teacher Education: Barbara VanDornick, Associate Director

7. English BEducation university mentors; Bonnie Albertson and Betsey Corrigan

8. English Education majors; Danielle Allen, Natalie Johnson, Kasey Ketterer,
and Kathryn Kummer

9, English Education alummi: Katie (Schmoyer) Medill, Christa Jimerson, and
Casey Patriarco

10. Local superintendent: Steven Godowsky

D. Describe the rationale for the proposed program change(s):
(Explain your reasons for creating, revising, or deleting the curriculum or program.)

We aspire to build a nationally prominent undergraduate English Education program at UD, The
rationale for the curriculum revisions outlined in this section is three-fold:

1.

The proposed changes will allow UD English Education majors to meet or exceed all 42
NCTE (National Council of Teachers of English) standards and will ensure continuing
national program accreditation. Program faculty collected data in conjunction with the
NCATE review process from Fall 2005 through Spring 2008. This data includes student
outcome scores and sample student work in the 42 required categories over this three-
year period. Analysis reveals programmatic weaknesses in both a knowledge of and a

demonstrated proficiency in the teaching of the following categories, all of which are
addressed in the proposed major revision;

» reading comprehension and reading process theories,
*  multi-modal and multi-mediza literacies,

* adolescent literature, and

= assessment of student work.

To make room for the sufficient treatment of all 42 required categories necessary for
national program accreditation, we have reduced the number of history courses required
for the major. English Education advisors will encourage majors not only to embrace the
historicity of key literary periods that is provided in their literary coursework but also to
take history courses as part of their Group B requitements.

There is a dearth of undergraduate secondary English Education programs at top-tier
colleges and universities in the U.S. Among the University’s local, current, and
aspirational peers, quality fout-year undergraduate certification programs are extremely
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rare. The proposed revisions will create a unique, carefully scaffolded four-year
undergraduate certification program that will prepare UD’s secondary English teachers
for both short- and long-term success and that is closely aligned with the core values of
the Path to Prominence™, which we support and aspire to help advance. Qur intent in the

proposed program is to produce secondary English teachers who are willing and able to
teach well beyond the critical three-year point, by which 33% of new teachers in
Delaware public schools quit (Solano, Tinsley, McDuffie, Condliffe, & Raffel, 2008) and
the critical five-year mark, by which 50% of our nation’s new teachers quit (Ingersoll,

2002; 2003).

3. Finally, the most recent empirical scholarship argues that teachers must be better
prepared to teach in an increasingly diverse society (e.g., Howard, 2006; Ladson-Billings,
2001, 2005; Lee, 2007, Marx, 2006; Rush, Bakle, & Berger, 2007, Villegas & Lucas,
2002). Many scholars advocate for multiple field placements with diverse student groups
and with the guidance of culturally sensitive mentor teachers.

E. Program Requirements:
(Show the new or revised curriculum as it should appear in the Course Catalog. If this is a revision, be

sure lo indicate the changes being made to the curvent curviculum and include a side-by-side comparison
of the credit distribution before and after the proposed change.)

Please see the next page for the full side-by-side version. Table 1, below, provides an overview
of the course subtractions and additions in the proposed curriculum, while Table 2 illustrates the
number of credits in various content areas in both the current and proposed major.

Courses removed
from current major ~
. regulrements

- to proposed major

.. ‘Coursesadded

‘requirements

ENGL1O2
Texts in Time

ENGL255
Introduction to
English Education

One course in

One course in

western lliterature ENGL395
(ENGL204, 205, 206, | Literacy and Technology
or 324)
ENGL/EDUC403

Literature for

COR::EE;?W Arolescents:
Multimedia Texts
EDUC420 {1 cr.) EDUCA421 (3 cr.)
The Teaching of Teaching Reading In
Reading Secondary Engllsh

One course in
American history

One course In
non-western history

Table 1. Course reductions and additions in the

proposed major.

83 credits of major
requirements, as follows:

English {45 cr.}

Education (20 cr.)
Linguistics {3 cr.}

Fine arts (3 cr.)

Public speaking (3 cr.)
Sociocultural issues (3 or.}
History (6 cr.}

= A E m @ =B

79 credits of major
requlrements, as follows:

» English {45 cr.}

= Education (22 cr.)

= Lingulstles {3 cr.)

* Fine arts (3 cr.)

» Public speaking {3 cr.)

» Saciocultural issues (3 cr.)
» History (Q.cr.)

Table 2. Credit breakdown in the current and proposed
major (changes are nnderlined).




DEGREE: BACHELOR OF ARTS
MAIOR: ENGLISH EDUCATION

CURRICULUM CREDITS

Sce page 90 for University and College requirements.

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS
ENGL 101 Taols nf Textual Analysis...... N .
ENGL 102 Taxts in Timas, . ...ouu0 v

BNGL 204 American Literature Cherens
ENGL 205 British Literature to 1660........ Creerrerins
ENGL 206 Britlsh Literature 1660-Fresent, .ovvvvonariisiairenrarnais

EE XN AERE]

3

" 3
NI . 3
3

3

A course in cultural AIVersity covuv v errrerin i e 3
{ENGL 202, 214, 215, 344, 345, 346 349 375 378, 380, 381, 382]

BENGL 324 Shakespeare . viviesesses T TP, ety 3
ENGL 294 EngHish Language: Grammar and Usage. .., esvieninenn d
ENGL 394 English Language: Rhetorical and Cu]tural Contaxts TN 3
ENGL 376 World Literature ..oovivvierireieinns Ceasevisrerarnsnarsing 3
A course In writing taken from the followlng optiensi... v, e 3

ENGL 301-312, 316, 404-415

A courss in contemporary literature, taken from the followlng options:,, 3
207,208, 209,210, 212, 341, 342, 345, 348, 353, 356, In additlon, the
English Education progrit wili deslgnite variable topics courses

{e.g., ENGL 480) as lutfilling this requirement when tha rontent {s
appropriate.

The following courses:
ENUC 413 Adelescant Davelapment and Educational Psychology ..... ool
EDUC 414 Teaching Excaptinnal Adoleseents....vovviniiiniens crerniens 3
EDOUC 419 Diversity In Secondary Education.......,

EDUC 400 Student Teaching . covivviviirsersiniaeinns e 9
EDUG 420 Reading In the Content At o vvisisreiisireiiinriein 1
ENGL 4B2 Sgminar in Teaching EnglEh Iy ovscviiisniinarvimiraiisiiind
ENGL 483 Seminar in Teaching Engllsh L. vvivavervivieness TSTI T 3
ENGL 481 Teaching English In Sacondary Schoal ,,..... et 3

The fallowing courses:
©One course in fine arts talen through the Art Hlstory, Thanter, or Muale
Dapartment ...vieininnian, Cenrsvreniineiees I Veraens 3

One couran in public speaking or performanca taken from the following
L Le T S A TTT T LI TELITIT,
COMM 251. 252 212 350 THEA 102, 200, 204 206 226, 360

One course In Amerlcan history taken from the foellowing optionsi ..., .. 3
HIST 220, 221, 278, 300-328, 459

Cne eourse in non-western history taken from the following optlons:... 3
HIST 103, 104, 130, 131, 136-138, 27(, 302, 368-372, 377, 378,
3860, 381, 321-393, 444,479

(ne conrse In modarn sociocultural studies talen from the following
OPHBNS .1 aiean
ANTH 101, 222.227, 255 401' BAMS 110, 205 215 305, 322, 355
361, 415; POSC 222, 227; SOCT 201-213, 302, 331, 343, 356, 360,
401 WOMS 201, 216,222, 2340, 260, 363, 389; IPST 202, 230, 333;
GSCC 355

LING 101 Intraductlon to Linguistics.. . ... I Gerereens 3

A grade of C- ar batter {s yequired in all required ENGL, EDUC and LING
caurses. T be eligible to student teach, English Educat(on students must
have a GPA of 3.0 in thetr English major and an overall GPA of 2,75, They
must also pass a teacher compatency test as estahlished by the University
Cotincll on Teacher Bducation, Students must consult with the teacher
education program ceordinatar to obtaln the student teaching application
and other infarmation concerning student teaching

policles,

ELECTIVES

After requirad courses are completed, sufficlent slactive credits must be
talen to meet the minlmum credit requirement for the degrea,
CREDITS TO TOTALAMINIMUMOF ............... 124

| ENGL 376 World LIFrature ....vvvvesiss
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DEGREE: BACHELOR OF ARTS
MAJOR: ENGLISH EDUCATION
CURRICULUM CREDITS
See page 90 for University and Colloge requiremsnts,
MAJOR REQUIREMENTS
ENGL 101 Tools of Textual Analysis......... T T . |
BNGL 204 American Literatura ,.,,., [ U PR |
At least two of the follewing three courses in British litarature . ........ &
ENGL 205 British Literature to 1660
ENGL 206 British Literature 1660-Present
ENGL 324 Shakespeare
LING 101 Intraduction to LinguisHES i vuuyyveieicnaninsicanionnee e 3

ENGL 294 English Language; Grammar and Usage....... tirieraerian 3
TNGL 394 Cnglish Language: Rhetarical and Cultural Cﬂntaxts cicernan 3
ENGL 385 Literacy and Technology....... . Ceraenns PP |

ENGL 403 Literature for Adplescents: Multlmedla Texts ............... 3

One of the following courses in eulturally diverse llterabure®.........e
ENGL 202, 214, 215, 278, 344, 345, 348, 349, 378, 380,381, 382, 386
FLLT 321, 326,327,328, 331, 337, 338, 345, 436

One af the following courses in WITHDE® o vviini i ciniiiiiininiiiennen
ENGL 301-316

‘The fellowing courses;
ENGL 295 Introductinn to Bnglish Education..ivcvauin PTTYTT 3
ENGL 396 Teaching Composition In Secondary Schools ... verenies A
EDUC 413 Adolescent Development and Edueational Psychology.. e 4
EDUC 414 Teaching Exceptional Adolescents ., P |
EDUC 419 Diversity in Secondary Education ..,
EDUC 400 Student Taaching . vovvvviirenans Cerrrerres 9
EDUC 421 Teaching Reading in Secondary English. ..o iciveviiveinnin 3
3
3

Telerrarenn

ENGL 491 Methods of Teaching Secandary Bnglish**, . ....ocovevinnns

ENGL 492 Seminar in Teaching Secondary English**...........04 e
‘Tha falfowing courses:

One course In Art History, Theater, ot Music cooviviiiiiininaniasn 3
One of the follawing courses In public speaiing ar performance®...... 3

GOMM 212, 350; THEA 102, 200, 204, 206, 226, 360

A seeond approved multienltural course that focuses on the study

af |ssues of ethnicity /race, gender, and/or class in contemporary
soclety (includes cross-llsted HIST courses)®: v ovvrivaieinmnirinrerines
(e.g. ANTH 210-212, 225, 228-230, 245, 255, 261,314, 313, 314, 3186,
333, 337, 351, 360, 375, 3B0; BAMS 110, 204, 205, 215, 220, 309,
122,333, 350, 351, 361, 373, 381, 415, 418, 439; IFST 331, 402;

JWST 345, 377; POSC 355, 411, 450, 452, 50CI 204, 206, 211, 213, 215,
a0z, 305, 319, 331, 341, 350, 356, 361, 407; WOMS 200, 2401,

202, 214,222, 260,910, 312, 315, 318, 323, 324, 163, 389, 415, 439)

*The Bnglish Education faculty will approve other toursos to fulfll these
requirements when the content is appropriste,

* ENGL491 and ENGL492 are methods courses and do not count taward
the 45-credit limit on ENGL courses,

A grado of C- or better Is required in all required ENGL, BDUC and LING
courses. To be eliglhle to student teach, English Educatlon students must
have a GPA of 3.0 In the major and an avers}l GPA of 2,75, They must alse
pass a teacher compatency test as established by the University Council on
Teacher Educatien. Students must cansult with the teacher education
program coordinator to obtaln the student teaching applicatian and other
information concerning student teaching pallcies.

ELECTIVES

After required courses ara complated, sufficient elective cradits must be
trlten to meot the minimum credit requirement for the degree,
CREDITS TO TOTALAMINIMOM OF ., ,..000a0 0 v 124



English Education
Academic Program Approval
Page 8 of 23

References

Darling-Hammeond, L., & Soto, M. (2006). Keeping good science teachers: What science leaders
can do. In (J. Rhoton & P. Shane, Bds.) Teaching science in the 21* century (pp. 177-196.
Arlington, VA: National Science Teachers Association Press.

Howard, G.R. (2006). We can't teach what we don't know. White teachers, multivacial schools
(2™ Ed.). New York, NY: Teachers College Press.

Ingersoll, R, (2002). The teacher shortage: A case of wrong diagnosis and wrong preseription.
NASSP Bulletin, 86: 631.

Ingersoll, R. (2003). Is there really a teacher shortage? Philadelphia, PA: The Consortium for
Policy Research in Education.

Ladson-Billings, G. (2001), Crossing over to Canaan: The journey of new teachers in diverse
classrooms. New York, NY: Jossey-Bass.

Ladson-Billings, G. (2005). Beyond the big house: African-American educators on teacher
education. New York, NY: Teachers College Press,

Lee, C.D. (2007). Culture, literacy, and learning: Taking bloom in the midst of the whirlwind,
New York, NY: Teachers College Press,

Marx, S. (2006). Revealing the invisible: Confronting passive racism in teacher education. New
York, NY: Routledge.

Rush, L.S., Eakle, A.J., & Berger, A. (2007). Secondary school literacy: What research reveals
Jor classroom practice. Urbana, IL: NCTE.

Solano, P.L., Tinsley, A., McDuffie, M.J., Condliffe, S., & Raffel, J, (2008). Teacher retention
In the state of Delaware, 2001-2006, Newark, DE; Institute for Public Administration.

Villegas, AM. & Lucas, T. (2002). Educating culturally responsive teachers: A coherent
approach. Albany, NY: SUNY Press.



English Education
Academic Program Approval
FPage 9 of 23

Appendix: Letters of Permission and Support



English Education
Academic Program Approval
Poge 10 of 23

DIEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 212 Memotial Rall
Unjvarsly of Delawyre

Newark, Dolawnste 107162517
Phe 303R31-ZEL
Fiex: 30283 1-1586

May 29, 2009

To whom it may concern;

The English Department submits for Faculty Senate approval these proposed course and
curricular changes to our major in Secondary English Education (XEE). The changes are
intended to strengthen the preparation of future teachers by providing a strong introduction to the
field; more coursework in reading, literacy, and technology; and a smoother sequence of work
across the undergraduate years,

These changes will create a program that is more responsive to acereditation standards as
articulated by NCATE (National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education). The program
will allow our students to gain required competencies and allow the University to document
performance across the full range of standards, We have attempted to create a program that will
serve students who begin on the main campus, as well as those who begin with an Associate of
Arts degree or who transfer from other universities. Most importantly, the proposed changes will
create a model curriculum for teacher preparation, one responsive to the new literacies that
characterize the experiences of adolescent learners today.

These changes have been discussed with key constituencies. The proposal has the endorsement
of the English Department, and the details have been closely reviewed by our Undergraduate
Committee and Executive Committee. We have discussed the changes with the University
Council on Teacher Education, with the Deang of the College of Arts and Sciences, and with
Prof. Joe Pika, who directs teacher education within the College. We have adapted the proposal
afier digcussions with our colleagues in the School of Education, incinding the Dean,

We welcome comments on the proposed curriculum and the changes described in this proposal.
We especially appreciate the support of our colleagues for a program designed to prepare new
teachers in the best possible ways.

Stephen Y. Bernhardt, Chair
Department of English

Sincerely,

COLLEGE DF ARTS AND SCIENCES
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CoLLEGE 0F HuMAN SERVICES, EDUCATION & PusLic PoLicy

ScrooL oF EDUCATION Willsid Hall
University of Dalaware
Newark, Delaware 19718.3022
P 303/831-2573
Fax: 3027831-4110

April 28, 2009

Dr. Deb Bleler
English Department
University of Delaware

Dear Dr, Bieler:

Thank you for sharing the proposed changes to the English Education major with
me. This looks lke a well-reasoned plan that improves the program and will
contribute to the preparation of excellent secondary English education teachers.

At this time, the School of Education can offer snpport with raspect to providing an
instructor for the three-cradit version of EDUC 420. We alsa support the crogs-
Histing of EDUC/ENGL 403; however, under our new budget model it will be
important to consider enrollment issues each semester before daciding whether to
offer one or two sectivns of this course, I am sure that our two departments can
work collaboratively In maldng these decislons,

Best wishes in moving the proposal forward.

Sincerely,

ZEN N
" Xathleen Minke, Ph.D.
Acting Divector, School of Education

AN EQUAL 'QVPORTUNITY UNIVERSITY




English Education
Academic Program Approval
Page 12 0f 23

Toae Bl Faisn g

' Tvpamﬂff\ﬂ W TR e Moy ERUi N, Fols ey ELLA gy
A NP AY A TA TYLY
ool lﬂ[ﬂﬂﬁ/ .ﬂ‘HL THE WA RE £ 0% 11 R 1t ety

May 28, 2009

Memornndum

T0: Dr. Deboraf Bleler
D Bebaral Alvarez

}
FROM: O, Caral Vukelich, Chair Lr'?'»’wim
University Councll on Teacher Education

SUBJECT:  Rewisions to the English Education Undergraduate Program

The purposa of this meme is to inform you that the University Counell on
Teacher Cducation unanimously approved the revisions 1o the English Education
Undergraduate Program. Tha Couneil compliments the English Education
faculty far addressing the nesded Changes in the program, Ttis our hipe bhat
the changes will resuit In imporaved candidate performancs,

CVimos

R U A U R SRR TR i EaseTy
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Dear Dr, Bieler, April 4, 2009

Please accept this letter acknowledging my willingness to serve as the instructor for the 3 credit
version of EDUC 421 that is designed for secondary English Language Arts teacher-candidates, I
am willing to begin teaching this course starting in the fall of 2009 and to offer the course
annually each fall,

I have been teaching the 1 credit version of the course since the fall of 2004, and in that time I
have noticed that some of the course content represents a repeat of information that your students
have been provided in their English language arts methods courses. Because comprehension
frameworks are crucial to secondary ELA teachers, however, Dr. Alvarez, Dr. Albertson and [
have been working to design a 3 credit version that meets the needs of ELA secondary teacher
candidates, and enhances and extends the excellent methods work that they have already
completed, providing additional practice in planning, teaching, differentiation and reflection.

I believe that this new caurse will be much better at meeting the needs of ELA teachers than the
curreat general 1 credit offering, and that my work in literacy and comprehension, and my
twenty years experience teaching English language arts in secondary public schools will provide
a formative experience for your students.

If you have any questions about the course, please feel free to contact me: (717) 215-3930,
Sincerely,

William Lewis Ph.D,

School of Education

134A Willard Hall
University of Delaware
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To: Deb Bieler, English Education
Re: Program Review and Update Proposal
Date: April, 20, 2009

Dr. Bieler,

I have reviewed your proposal and agree with the proposed changes, The school district leaders
outlined in your proposal are solid partners with the University of Delaware as we collaborate
relative to placement of our teacher education candidates in their school districts! Please let OCS
know if we can facilitate in any way.

Sincerely,

John M. Hartman, Ed.D.
Director, Office of Clinical Studies
University of Delaware
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From: Van Dornick, Barbara [mailto:bvandorn@udel.edu]
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2009 11:32 AM

To: Bleler, Deb

Subject: RE: Major / Certification question

Deb,

The proposed changes to the English Education program look good. | think they will definitaly
strengthen the preparation of English Education candidates,

From: Bieler, Deb [malll:o:deb@english.udel.edu]
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2009 2:33 PM

To: Van Dornick, Barbara

Subject: Major / Certification question

Hi, Barb---

Would you be willing to take a look at tha proposed major revision that we in XEE are proposing? In the
attachment, the side-by-side com parison Is on page 6, and there is a crib sheet of sorts on page 5. |
really value your read on this since | want to ensure that we will still be on par with certification
requirements for DE and all of the surrounding states. We are, for example, removing one course in
western literature and adding a course in multimedia iiteracies (see page 5). Your perspective is greatly
appreciatad|

Thank you so much,
Deb

Deborah Bislar, Ph.D.

Asslstant Professor of English
Coordinator, English Educatian program
118 Memorial Hall

Unhrarsity of Delaware

302-831-1973

geb@udel.edy

www.enplish.udsl.edy
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University of Delawire
Newrark, Deloware 197182537
Pl B0R/ER1-2351
Fax: 302/830-1504

April 17, 2009

Dear Dr. Bieler,

Iread with great enthusiasm the proposed program changes to the English Education major,
As a student teaching supervisor, and having taught the senior seminar (ENGIL. 483} and the new course in
grammar and pedagogy (ENGL 294), T offer insight into the necessity of these additional changes.

For some time now, students taking ENGL 483 and 484 have complained — justifiably — that there
is simply too much content to absorb in only 14 weeks. The recent addition of EDUC 420 and ENGL 294
will help ease the burden placed on 483/4; specifically, lesson planning is introduced in the sophomeore-
level course 294 (sophomore year is where lesson planning is currently introduced with Elementary
Education majors), and the 3-credit 421 will help relieve the burden of teaching students about reading
instruction. Additional changes, however, are critical to the health of our program,

The need for offering a course in 21* century literacy resources and pedagogy (proposed ENGL
395) seems self-evident. Multi-media skills are essential and there is no place in the existing curriculum
to tackle them. Requiring a course in using young adult literature (existing course ENGL/EDUC 403) and
non-Western literature is equally imperative. Support for adding these courses comes from several
sources: First, the need for these courses has been well documented: mentor teachers and student teachers
have consistently lamented the knowledge gap, petitioning for more appropriate course work. The current
literature on the state of literacy in the United States has likewise been specific about the aforementioned
needs (see, for example, English position papers from NCTE, ALA, IRA; the Carnegie Foundation
reports Reading [and Writing] Next; Report from the National Research Center on English Learning and
Achievement, and A Nation at Risk). Second, the proposed courses are needed Jjust to be competitive with
the curriculum requirements of nearby teacher-edncation programs (e.g., West Chester University,
Delaware State University, Widener University, University of Pennsylvania), Finally, to ignore these
courses, or to continue to jam them into 6-9 credits during students® senior year, is to jeopardize our
NCATE accreditation. Ultimately, we will be able to offer our future teachers of English language arts a
more comprehensive and 21 century appropriate program,

As a teacher educator, I look forward to seeing these program changes implemented as soon as

possible.

Sincerely,

Aﬂwfﬂﬂ-——-ja’ﬂ

Bonnie R. Albertson, Ph.D.
Assistani Professor of English
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Dear Dr. Bieler, April 19, 2009

This letter is to express my enthusiastic support for the changes in course requirements for an
English Education major as outlined in your document. In the seven years that I have been
supervising student teachers for the University of Delaware, I have seen consistent need for the
program changes you have proposed.

There are several main areas in which my student teachers have encountered challenges in the
field experience. While they are generally very well versed in content knowledge, they often feel
the need for more advanced knowledge of basic reading strategies. Since the teacher of English
has primary responsibility for addressing Reading Standards and assisting their students with
understanding challenging texts, it would be to their advantage to have a fuller understanding of
the many reading strategies that can be incarporated in the Language Arts classroom to assist
struggling readers and to address diverse learning needs. EDUC 420, as revised, would
accomplish that goal. In addition, the Multimedia Literacies course (ENGL 395) will fill a need
for our teachers to effectively use media and technology to provide engaging and educational
learning experiences, while also providing valuable differentiated instructional techniques. The
course in Adolescent Literature (EDUC/ENGL 403) will assist for teachers in their efforts to
incorporate student interests with higher level reading and thinking skills and will also help them
use those texts to lead students to an appreciation of traditional texts. Finally, the Introduction to
Teaching Secondary English Language Arts (ENGL 295) and Teaching Composition (ENGL
396) courses will allow potential student teachers to have an earlier introduction to application of
their content knowledge to the middle and high school ¢lassroom and ideally would allow them
to experience those classrooms at an earlier point in their college experience. These courses will
lead to a fuller understanding of their career choice and an ongoing connection between their
college level English courses and the application of their knowledge to the classroom setting.

I believe these course changes and the others outlined in your document will be welcomed by
future student teachers and will make them much better prepared for the challenges of the middle
and high school classrooms of today.

Sincerely,

Betsey Corrigan, M.Ed.

Temporary Faculty, University of Delaware
Contact information;

1410 Riverview Avenue

Wilmington, DE 19806

302-528-5471
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Dear Dr. Bieler, Apri! 12, 2009

After reviewing your program proposal, we are extremely excited for the future of the English
Education major at the university. We have found the two new courses, ENGL295 and
ENGL395, to be excellent additions to the curriculm. We have also found the revision of
making EDUC/ENGLA03 a required course rather than an optional course to be beneficial.

Introduction to Teaching Secondary English Langnage Arts (ENGL295) is a course we feel we
have missed out on as English Bducation majors. Having students engage in English teaching
activities and making lesson plans are great ways to expose them to their field. As juniors, we
have yet to design and implement a detailed English Language Arts lesson plan, and therefore we
feel anxiety over our abilities to student teach in the spring of our senior year. Though we will
learn these professional skills in our methods courses, we feel it may be an inadequate amount of
time to prepare us for the classroom. ENGL295 will be an especially valuable tool to those
students who are unsure of what the English Education major entails; they will be more informed
to make important decisions regarding their career choice.

The Multimedia Literacies (ENGL395) course will be an excellent addition to the major. It is
extremely vital that we learn to engage with the technology that will be available to us in the
classroom. In our Diversity in Secondary Education (EDUC419) course, we were required to
create one multimedia project, but we used technology already familiar to us. ENGL395 will
give English Education majors the opportunity to translate their knowledge of traditional English
Language literacies into multi-modal literacies. They will not only be able to implement
technology into their lessons, but also teach their students how to engage with the technology as
well. This course will create teachers with the range of skills necessary to be effective in our
modern society.

We also wanted to point out that we are currently enrolled in EDUC/ENGLA403 with Dr. Lewis.
This course was optional to us, but it has been so formative in our knowledge of English
Language Arts and the adolescent mind that we cannot imagine not taking it. This course is
extremely refreshing, considering we have taken multiple literature courses, none of which
included modern works, EDUC/ENGLA03 has taught us modern novels have a place in the
Secondary Education literary canon.

If you have any questions regarding our letter, do not hesitate to contact Danielle at (609) 680-
2336 or Natalie at (609) 744-4578,

Sincerely,
Danielle Allen and Natalie Johnson

English Edneation majors, Class of 2010
University of Delaware
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April 20, 2009
Dear Dr. Bieler,

We would like to acknowledge our support for the restructured English Education academic
program. Under the current program, there are gaps between the NCATE standards students are
expected to learn and the standards students actually meet. The revised program addresses thege

gaps.

Specifically, we feel as though we are lacking a good basis in certain content that is relevant to
us as future teachers. The current program offers few opportunities to engage in and experience
adolescent literature, However, as middle and high school teachers, these are the texts in which
our students will find interest, and in many cases, these are the texts that we will be required to
teach. Making the adolescent literature course a required English Education course will benefit
students in this program immenscly. Additionally, the opportunities to engage with “multiple
literacies” are a great chance for us as teachers to learn how to connect with our students, The
courses in Multimedia Texts and Multimedia Literacies will allow us to learn about teaching
through more than just written texts, such as film and the Intetnet, As we have learned in some of
our Education courses, our students will engage in these multiple literacies in ways that previous
generations never have, and it is vitel that we be able to teach through these media as a way to
augment the written texts that we will teach,

Furthermore, as Education majors, it is essential that we not only learn the reading, writing, and
interpretation skills that all English majors must learn, but we must also learn to teach these same
skills to our students, Having more field placement opportunities and having courses directed
precisely to teach us how to plan lessons, create rubrics, and assess our own students’ learning

are not only a necessary addition to our University’s curriculum, but are essential aspects of any
English Education program that hopes to matricuiate well-prepared teachers.

Although this revised program will certainly require dedication, hard work, and a commitment to
teaching, we believe that those students who are passionate about education will succeed as
teachers if they complete this revised program. Our only regret is that we will not have the
opportunity to go through this program.

Sincerely,
Kasey Ketterer and Kathryn Kummer

English Education Class of 2010

Ketterer@udel.edu
Katmlk@udel.edu
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Dear Dr. Bieler, April 11, 2009

Please accept this letter acknowledging my personal support of the proposed new and revised courses
for the English Education major at the University of Delawate,

It my belief that these proposed changes will benefit the undergraduates, the university, the local
community, and, most importantly, the future students of the aspiring teachers who complete their
degree and certification program at the University of Delaware. Specifically, I believe the changes
will create more opportunities for the candidates to be involved in schools earlier in their academic
program and in such a way that meaningfully links them more closely to a network of educators,

As a recent graduate (2006), I believe I was very well prepared to enter the field of education. The
proposed new course ENGL295, however, offers to students the opportunity to study important
content and concepts that I mainly leamned through in-service professional development and my
continued studies in education such as formative assessment, differentiated instruction, and reflective
practice. I believe knowledge of these skills and concepts will be essential for candidates entering the
educational field, Furthermore, the knowledge students will gain about effectively incorporating
media and technology in the other proposed new course, ENGL395, will be invaluable to teachers
who are reaching and teaching 21% century students,

The revision to the existing course ENGL396 is one that will support the effort to get students into
the classroom earlier in their academic program and in more meaningful ways, The meetings during
which students may assist teachers with conducting writing workshops seem espeeially beneficial
both to the students and the educators, I know that I would have greatly benefited from the proposed
revision to EDUC/ENGL.403 in which students explore classic and contemporary adolescent texts.
As a seventh grade Language Arts teacher, I spend a great deal of time reading contemporary
adolescent literature in an effort fo identify texts appropriate for whole-class and small-group studies,
It would most certainly be advantageous for future secondary teachers to be well-versed in the
myriad adolescent literature available and to have more background knowledge in selecting
adolescent literature for various purposes,

Finally, I see the proposed revision to EDUC420 as perhaps the most vital change in the academic
program. Reading in the content areas ig inereasingly becoming a focus for educators of all grades
and content arcas as districts emphasize reading in all content areas. Teaching reading is no longer
Just the job of the English teacher; however, English teachers are increasingly sought after by
professional colleagues of other content areas for collaboration on ways to integrate reading into their
content, EDUCA21 will provide teacher education students significant opportunities to practice
differentiating instruction to meet the needs of diverse learning populations, especially in the area of
reading comprehension,

In conclusion, I support the proposed revisions to the English Educetion major at the University of
Delaware as a proud graduate of a program that continually seeks to improve its services to future
teachers. Please feel free to contact me: (307) 461-1653 or medillk@scsd2,cor

Sinceretly,

Katie R, (Schmoyer) Medill
Sheridan Junior High School
500 Lewis St.

Sheridan, WY 82801
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April 20, 2009

To whom it may concern:

We are seniors who will graduate from the University of Delaware English education program in
May 2009. We are extremely grateful for the valuable opportunities, experiences, and education
afforded to us through the English education program, While we feel adequately prepared to
enter the teaching profession, we believe that the changes proposed to the English education
curriculum could significantly enhance the overall quality of the program and self-efficacy of the
program graduates. We strongly encourage you to consider the proposed revisions to the
program.

During our methods courses in the fall of our senior year, we became overwhelmed with learning
how to create lesson plans, integrate state standards with instructional planning, apply multiple
literacy strategies, and conceptualize a multitude of educational theories. We were
simultaneously struggling to find the connection between the course theories and classroom
practice. We found that the concepts taught in the methods conrses seemed abrupt and
disjointed. It seemed the courses were compensating for the insufficient opportunities to learn
pedagogy and content-area knowledge in tandem during the early stages of the program, Prior to
the methods courses, we had only taken core English courses, multi-disciplinary education
courses, and Arts and Science breath requirements, We had not taken any courses designed to
illustrate how secondary education theories and teaching practices correspond specifically to the
subject of English. In turn, methods courses had the daunting task of advancing our knowledge
from the basics of lesson planning to the complexities of teaching English Janguage arts, We
wish we had learned these skills and concepts more gradually and in a way that fostered a
stronger connection between subject-specific theory and practice,

The changes that are proposed for the English education program aptly address the current
program’s shortcomings. Most importantly, ENGL295 is desi gned to promote early and
graduated learning of secondary English theory and promising practices. This course would also
assist English education majors with early career exploration and development of important
critical inquiry skills. Furthermore, we believe that EDUC421 would better meet the needs of
secondary English teachers than the current multi-disciplinary 1-credit adolescent literacy
course, EDUC42(,

Sincerely,

Cassandra Patriarco Christa Jimerson
English education major English education major
Class of 2009 Class of 2009
cpat@udel.edn cjimer@udel.edn

610-737-2511 (302)750-9356
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Assistunt Professor of English
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