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Dear Mina,

[ am writing in support of the proposed curatorial track Ph.D in the doctoral
program at the University of Delaware. This progtam is'designed to frain the next
generation of museum curators and [ think its core curriculum, which requires classes in
art history as well as conservation and administration, will attract excellent students from
across the nation, as well as internationally. As the Curator of Modern Art af the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, T often meei students who wish to pursue a career in
museum work, but are frustrated at the lack of similar curatorial track Ph.D. programs.
Until now, most students who want to become museum curators, including myself, are
forced to pursue a doctoral degree in Art History, where the emphasis is placed on
teaching, rather than museum work.

A strong grounding in Art History is, of course, a necessary requirement for
museun: curators, since we are required to present new research and scholarship in the
catalogues that accompany our exhibitions, but nothing can replace the stimulating,
object-based environment of the museum. As a student. ] volunteered for several vears at
the Tate Galiery ik Londen, which provided me with invaluable work experience, but did
not offer any form of course credit. What [ pasticularly like about the proposed curatorial
track Ph.DD at the University of Delaware, therefore, is that the museum internship
program will provide students with a unique cpportunity for on-site training in jocal-area
institutions. A large number of my colleagues here at the Philadelphia Museum of Art
have expressed an interest in participating in this program, since we all believe in the
importance of training and mentoring the future curators and leaders. As supervising
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curators, we can offer the students meaningful projects to work on in a stimulating
environment that would provide them with a crucial, behind-the-scenes experience of
curatorial work at a major museum. The curators would also attend the student’s
colloguium lecture, in which he or she would present a talk on the work they had
accomplished at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, or other museums in the program, thus
ensuring that the curator and student stay in touch over the course of their graduate work,

The day-to-day requirements of a museum curator are exciting and ever-changing.

No longer the privileged domain of the independently wealthy connoisseur, modern
museum curators come from diverse economic and cultural backgrounds. This shift in
demographics has created a museum environment that is less stuffy and more open to
experimentation and difference. Modern museum curators require familiarity with new
forms of technology, as well as strong organizational skills and people management.
Fund raising is also an increasingly important component of museum work, as
government funding for exhibitions and publications is virtually non-existent. Having
read your mission statement, I am convinced that the multidisciplinary and
interdepartmental nature of the proposed program would provide students with the tools
that they will need for their future work in museums. The curatorial track Ph.D in the
doctoral program at the University of Delaware thus receives my strong and heartfelt
support.

Yours sincerely,

W ‘
Michael R. Taylor
The Muriel and Philip Berman

Curator of Modern Art
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